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Ewa Atanassow 
Professor of Political Thought 
Bard College Berlin 
 
Ewa Atanassow holds a PhD from the University of Chicago’s Committee on Social 
Thought, an MA in psychology from the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, and was 
a post-doctoral fellow in the Department of Government at Harvard University. Her 
research and teaching range across the history of political thought, focusing on 
questions of nationhood and democratic citizenship, with emphasis on Tocqueville. 
She is the author of Tocqueville's Dilemmas and Ours: Sovereignty, Nationalism, 

Globalization (Princeton University Press, 2022), and the co-editor of Tocqueville and the Frontiers of 
Democracy with Richard Boyd (Cambridge University Press, 2013); Liberal Moments: Reading Liberal Texts with 
Alan S. Kahan (Bloomsbury Academic, 2017); and When the People Rule: Popular Sovereignty in Theory and 
Practice with Thomas Bartscherer and David Bateman (forthcoming from Cambridge UP). 
 
 

 
Sabine Cadeau  
Legacies of Enslavement project Research Fellow 
Centre for African Studies 
University of Cambridge  

Dr Sabine Cadeau is a historian of the Caribbean and the broader African 
Diaspora. She is particularly interested in histories of slavery, capitalism, empire, 
race, genocide, citizenship, and human rights.  Her first book is titled: More Than a 
Massacre: Racial Violence and Citizenship in the Haitian-Dominican Borderlands.    

The book traces a successively worsening campaign of explicitly racialized anti-
Haitian repression that began in 1919 under the American occupiers, accelerated in 1930 with the rise of 
Trujillo, and culminated in 1937 with the slaughter of an estimated twenty thousand civilians. Relatively 
unknown by contrast with contemporary events in Europe, the Haitian-Dominican experience has yet to 
figure in the broader literatures on genocide and statelessness in the twentieth century.  She currently works 
on the financial legacies of slavery within the university sector. 
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Dr Cadeau received her PhD in Modern Latin American and Caribbean Atlantic World History from the 
University of Chicago in 2015. From 2017-2019, she was visiting assistant professor in Caribbean history at 
the University of South Florida at Tampa. From 2016-2017 she was a postdoctoral fellow in Yale University’s 
Program in Agrarian Studies. From 2015-2016, she was a postdoctoral fellow at Rutgers University. She has 
designed and taught undergraduate courses such as Atlantic Slavery, Introduction to Caribbean History, and 
Africans in the Americas. She has also taught graduate courses, including Comparative Colonialism, and Race 
and Racism in Latin America and the Caribbean. Her research has been supported by the Andrew Mellon 
Foundation, The Social Science Research Council, and the Woodrow Wilson Foundation. 
 
 

 
Franziska Exeler 
Research Fellow 
Centre for History and Economics, Magdalene College 
Lecturer of History 
Freie Universität Berlin 
 
Franziska Exeler is a Research Fellow at the Centre for History and Economics and 
Junior Research Fellow at Magdalene College, University of Cambridge. She is also 
Lecturer of History at Freie Universität Berlin. Her research interests include 
twentieth-century East European, Russian and German history; war and society; 
(international) legal history and war crimes trials; myth, memory and trauma; and 

migration, borders and borderland studies. 
 
Her book Ghosts of War. Nazi Occupation and Its Aftermath in Soviet Belarus was published in April 2022 with 
Cornell University Press. It is the recipient of the 2021 Ernst Fraenkel Prize awarded by the Wiener 
Holocaust Library in London. 
 
Related research projects analyze how the Soviet prosecution of treason and war crimes fit into the global 
moment of post-Second World War justice. Tracing the Russian-Austrian-Prussian/German border, a new 
book project explores concepts, perceptions and experiences of borders across nineteenth and early 
twentieth-century Eastern Europe. 
 
Franziska Exeler's research has been supported by the Princeton Institute for International and Regional 
Studies, the Social Science Research Council (International Dissertation Research Fellowship, with funds from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation), the European University Institute (Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellowship) 
and the Higher School of Economics in Moscow (Postdoctoral Fellowship at the International Center for the 
History and Sociology of World War II and Its Consequences). More recently, she was a visiting fellow at the 
Center for History and Economics at Harvard University, and DAAD Visiting Assistant Professor at the 
Higher School of Economics in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
 
She holds a PhD in History from Princeton University, an MA in History from Princeton University, and an 
MA in History, Political Sciences and Economics from Humboldt University Berlin. 
 

 
Will Hanley 
Associate Professor of History 
Florida State University 
 
Will Hanley is Associate Professor of History at Florida State University. He studied 
at the Universities of Saskatchewan, Toronto, Jordan, and Oxford before taking his 
doctorate at Princeton. He is currently working on a new book about Cairo and 
Istanbul as capitals of international law in a period roughly between 1870 and 1920. 
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His first book, Identifying with Nationality: Europeans, Ottomans, and Egyptians in Alexandria (Columbia University 
Press, 2017), traces the emergence of nationality as a social and legal category between 1880 and 1914. His 
latest published essay is “Unlocking Islamic Names,” in Studying the Near and Middle East at the Institute for 
Advanced Study, Princeton, 1935-2018, ed. Sabine Schmidtke (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2018), 276–83.  
 
He is currently running an ongoing undergraduate project digitizing the full content of the Egyptian Gazette for 
the years 1905-1906. 
 
 
 

Ira Katznelson  
Ruggles Professor of Political Science and History 
Columbia University 
Deputy Director 
Columbia World Projects 

 
Ira Katznelson is Ruggles Professor of Political Science and History, and Deputy 
Director, Columbia World Projects. His 2013 Fear Itself: The New Deal and the Origins of 
Our Time  was awarded the Bancroft Prize in History and the Woodrow Wilson 
Foundation Award in Political Science. Other books include Southern Nation: Congress 

and White Supremacy After Reconstruction (2018; co-authored with David Bateman and John Lapinski), and Liberal 
Beginnings: A Republic for the Moderns (2008; co-authored with Andreas Kalyvas).  

 
Professor Katznelson, a fellow of the British Academy, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the 
American Philosophical Society, is a former president both of the American Political Science Association and 
the Social Science Research Council. He earned his BA at Columbia College and his PhD in History at the 
University of Cambridge, where he served in 2017-18 as Pitt Professor of American History and Institutions. 
Prior to his arrival at Columbia in 1994, where he also had been an assistant and associate professor, he had 
taught at the University of Chicago, where he served as chair of the Department of Political Science, and the 
New School for Social Research, where he was Dean of the Graduate Faculty. 
 
 

 
Duncan Kelly 
Professor of Political Thought and Intellectual History 
University of Cambridge  
  
Duncan Kelly is Professor of Political Thought and Intellectual History in the 
Department of Politics and International Studies (POLIS) at the University of 
Cambridge. His research interests are modern political and economic ideas and their 
intellectual histories. Relatedly, the ways those histories shed light on how we think 
about contemporary politics. Current research and writing is focused on the 
following areas (i) The intellectual history of the First World War (ii) The problem(s) 
of political judgment (iii) The challenge of the Anthropocene for political thought 

and intellectual history, and (iv) histories of the history of political thought since 1848. 
 
Key publications include: The State of the Political: Conceptions of Politics and the State in the Thought of Max Weber, 
Carl Schmitt and Franz Neumann, Oxford University Press for The British Academy, 2003. Lineages of Empire: 
The Historical Roots of British Imperial Thought (ed.) Duncan Kelly, (= Proceedings of the British Academy, no. 155) 
Oxford University Press for The British Academy, 2009. The Propriety of Liberty: Persons, Passions and Judgement in 
Modern Political Thought, Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010 and Politics and the Anthropocene, 
Cambridge: Polity Press, 2019. 
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 Joseph la Hausse de la Louvière 

Research Fellow 
Emmanuel College 
University of Cambridge 

Joseph la Hausse de la Louvière was born in Johannesburg, grew up mostly in 
Cambridge, England, studied for a history BA there, and then moved to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts for his PhD at Harvard, which he completed in 2020. He was the 
EHS Tawney Fellow at the Institute of Historical Research in London in 2020-21, 
until the start of his research fellowship at Emmanuel. 

He is a historian of France, the French empire and the Atlantic world, with a focus on slavery, law and 
economic life. His current book project studies the aftermath of the Haitian Revolution (1791–1804) in the 
French Caribbean, documenting in particular the fate of the more than 100,000 freed people whom colonists 
re-enslaved following the decision to reimpose slavery in the overseas empire. He argues that the history of 
counterrevolutionary enslavement in the early decades of the nineteenth century is key to understanding the 
power relations, institutions and practices that underpinned Atlantic slavery broadly. General emancipation in 
the 1790s dramatically transformed the societies of the French Caribbean. Emancipation gave formerly 
enslaved people and their descendants unprecedented, albeit fragile, economic and political power. Yet it also 
provoked a hostile reaction against black liberation within and beyond the French empire that contributed to 
a resurgence of slavery and racialization. The collision between abolitionism and mass re-enslavement, he 
suggests, became a defining struggle of the post-revolutionary era, not just in the French empire but across 
much of the Americas. 

His research also explores the history of the trade in African captives in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. His 
article, ‘A Business Archive of the French Illegal Slave Trade in the Nineteenth Century’ in Past and Present 
(August 2021), investigates the clandestine business practices of French, Spanish and Cuban merchants and 
mariners engaged in the illegal traffic of captives from West Africa to the Caribbean following the 
international prohibition of that commerce in the early nineteenth century. Beyond this, he is working on an 
article about French ethnography and the trade in captives in the eighteenth-century western Indian Ocean. 

In future research he plans to explore widespread practices of legal disenfranchisement that accompanied the 
emergence of modern citizenship in nineteenth- and twentieth-century France and its empire. 

 
Loren B. Landau 
Professor of Migration and Development 
University of Oxford 
 

Loren B Landau is Professor of Migration and Development at the University of 
Oxford, Research Professor at the University of the Witwatersrand’s African Centre 
for Migration & Society, and co-director of the Wits-Oxford Mobility Governance 
Lab (MGL). He previously held visiting and faculty positions at Princeton, 
Georgetown, and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He holds an MSc in 
Development Studies (LSE) and a PhD in Political Science (Berkeley) and is a 
member of the Academy of Science of South Africa. 

 
His interdisciplinary scholarship explores mobility, multi-scale governance, and the transformation of socio-
political communities across the Global South. Along with continued work on xenophobia, inclusion, and 
representation, he currently oversees a multi-year initiative exploring mobility, temporality, and urban politics 
in Ghana, Kenya, and South Africa. To help realign the politics of knowledge production on human mobility, 
he spearheads multiple initiatives supporting critical migration and urban studies across sub-Saharan Africa 
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including the Academy for African Urban Diversity and the African Research University Alliance’s 
programme on ‘emerging urban subjectivities’ supporting doctoral students in Nairobi, Cape Town, Harare, 
Accra, and Johannesburg. 
 
A frequent media resource on regional and global migration policy debates, he has published widely in the 
academic and popular press including the New York Times, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Policy. Publications 
include, The Humanitarian Hangover: Displacement, Aid, and Transformation in Western Tanzania (Wits Press); Forging 
African Communities: Mobility, Integration, and Belonging (Palgrave); I Want to Go Home Forever: Stories of Becoming and 
Belonging in South Africa’s Great Metropolis (Wits Press); Contemporary Migration to South Africa (World Bank); 
and Exorcising the Demons Within: Xenophobia, Violence and Statecraft in Contemporary South Africa (UN University 
Press/Wits Press). He has consulted with the European Union, the World Bank, UNDP, UNHCR, UNECA, 
the Cities Alliance, and others. As chair of the Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa  (2004-
2012) he served on the South African Immigration Advisory Board.   

 
 
Claudio Lomnitz 
Campbell Family Professor of Anthropology 
Columbia University  
 
Lomnitz works on the history, politics and culture of Latin America, and particularly 
of Mexico. He received his PhD from Stanford in 1987, and his first book, Evolución 
de una sociedad rural (Mexico City, 1982) was a study of politics and cultural change in 
Tepoztlán, Mexico. After that he developed an interest in conceptualizing the nation-
state as a kind of cultural region, a theme that culminated in Exits from the Labyrinth: 
Culture and Ideology in Mexican National Space (California, 1992). In that book, he also 
concentrated on the social work of intellectuals, a theme that he developed in various 

works on the history of public culture in Mexico, including Modernidad Indiana (Mexico City, 1999) and Deep 
Mexico, Silent Mexico: An Anthropology of Nationalism (Minnesota, 2001). 
 
Around fifteen years ago Lomnitz began working on the historical anthropology of crisis and published Death 
and the Idea of Mexico (Zone Books, 2005), a political and cultural history of death in Mexico from the 
sixteenth to the twenty-first centuries. After that, he initiated a detailed history on exile and ideology in the 
Mexican Revolution, which culminated in the publication The Return of Comrade Ricardo Flores Magón 
(Zone Books, 2014). His most recent book is Nuestra América: My Family in the Vertigo of Translation 
(Other Press, 2021), which is an essay in family history, that explores the connection between the destruction 
of Europe and (Latin) American consciousness by way of the early twentieth century history of his own 
family. 
 

 
Mira Siegelberg 
University Associate Professor in The History of  
International Political Thought 
University of Cambridge  
 
Mira L. Siegelberg is University Associate Professor in The History of International 
Political Thought at Cambridge University. She received a PhD in History at 
Harvard University in 2014, after which she held a postdoctoral fellowship at the 
Princeton Society of Fellows, and a permanent lectureship in History and Law at 
Queen Mary, University of London. Her research focuses on the intellectual and 
legal history of international order and the history of modern legal thought. Her first 

book, Statelessness: A Modern History was published by Harvard University Press in October 2020.  
 
Her research examines the historical origins of the conceptual, normative, and legal frameworks that define 
the boundaries of international politics and international order. She is centrally interested in how ideas and 
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expectations about the norms of interstate order emerge, and how these expectations have shaped global 
political order. 
 
One of the main objectives of her research to date has been to understand how mass displacement in the 
twentieth century set the moral and political boundary lines between international and national spheres of 
authority. Her book, Statelessness: A Modern History is the first intellectual and legal history of the concept of 
statelessness from the late nineteenth century to the present day. The book explores the theoretical, political 
and legal response to the rise of mass statelessness—the category that following the First World War came to 
define the absence of national status—and its relation to the modern regimes of law and rights that today 
segment people as citizens of states and as subjects of particular international legal regimes. This research 
draws together the approaches and methods of the history of political and international political thought with 
the history of international order. By charting the consequences of the rise of statelessness as a mass 
phenomenon on the justification of the boundaries that define international order, she aims to recover its 
central importance for comprehending contemporary dilemmas and political possibilities, and to engage a 
larger public concerned with the moral and political questions surrounding migration and the boundaries of 
political protection and membership. The book received the 2022 Francesco Guicciardini Prize for Best Book 
in Historical International Relations from the International Studies Association, the 2022 Certificate of Merit 
in a specialized area of international law from the American Society of International Law and is co-winner of 
the 2021 Jerry Bentley Book Prize from the World History Association.  
 
 

 
Kalyani Ramnath 
Assistant Professor of History 
University of Georgia from Fall 2002 
 
Kalyani Ramnath is a historian of modern South Asia. She received a Ph.D. in 
history from Princeton University in 2018, and was a Prize Fellow in Economics, 
History, and Politics at the Center for History and Economics at Harvard University 
from 2018 - 2021. She also holds a bachelor's degree in arts and law (B.A., LL.B. 
(Hons.) (JD equivalent) from the National Law School of India University (NLSIU) 
and a master's degree in law (LL.M.) from the Yale Law School. 
 

Her research and teaching interests are in South Asian history, legal history with an emphasis on questions of 
law and empire, labor and immigration histories, and methodological approaches to comparative, connected 
and transnational histories. Her dissertation work, titled ‘Boats in a Storm: Law, Politics, and Jurisdiction in 
Postwar South Asia’, is a connected history that looks at how legal and economic geographies were 
reconstituted following World War II in South Asia, and how ordinary people, particularly Tamil immigrants 
around the Bay of Bengal, navigated these transitions. 
 
Her work has been supported by the American Historical Association, the Princeton Institute for 
International and Regional Studies, the American Institute for Sri Lankan Studies and the Hart Fellowship for 
Tamil Studies. In 2016, she was elected to the Fellowship of Woodrow Wilson Scholars at Princeton 
University and in 2017, she was a Fellow at the Hurst Institute for Legal History at University of Wisconsin-
Madison. 
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Megan Ryburn 
British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow 
Latin America and Caribbean Centre 
London School of Economics 
 
Megan is a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow in the LSE Latin America and 
Caribbean Centre. She was previously an LSE Fellow in Human Geography in the 
Department of Geography and Environment and continues to teach in the 
Department. Megan received her PhD from Queen Mary University of London, 
where she held a Principal’s Studentship jointly funded by the School of Geography 
and the School of Politics and International Relations. She holds an MPhil in Latin 

American Studies from the University of Cambridge, and a BA (Hons) from the University of Canterbury, 
New Zealand. She is a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Latin American Studies. 
 
Megan’s work focuses on migration and citizenship in Latin America, and increasingly on violence and 
borderlands. Based on multi-sited ethnographic fieldwork in Chile and Bolivia, her doctoral research 
addressed the everyday citizenship practices of Bolivian migrants in Chile. Uncertain citizenship: Everyday practices 
of Bolivian migrants in Chile is the book that resulted from this research (published by the University of 
California Press in 2018). It received the Honourable Mention (Social Sciences) for the 2019 LASA Southern 
Cone Studies Section Book Prize. 
 
Her current project, funded by the British Academy, is entitled Navigating borderlands: Colombian migrant women in 
Antofagasta, Chile and experiences of violence. Through multi-sited ethnography in Antofagasta, Chile and the Valle 
del Cauca, Colombia, as well as innovative participatory methods to produce an animated video, this project 
investigates the cross-border lived experiences of Colombian migrant women in Antofagasta. It uses the 
concept of "navigating borderlands" to interrogate how women negotiate spaces of structural, symbolic, and 
sometimes physical, violence. 
 

 
Gareth Stedman Jones 
Director 
Centre for History and Economics, University of Cambridge 
Professor of the History of Ideas 
Queen Mary, University of London   
 
Gareth Stedman Jones is a Director of the Centre for History and Economics, 
University of Cambridge, and a Life Fellow of King's College, Cambridge University 
since 1974. He was Professor of Political Science at the University of Cambridge 
from 1997 and in 2010 became Professor of the History of Ideas at Queen Mary, 
University of London. He is a Fellow of the British Academy and of the Royal 

Historical Society. 
 
Significant publications include Outcast London (1971), An End to Poverty? (2004); Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels, The Communist Manifesto (2002); Religion and the Political Imagination, co-edited with Ira Katznelson 
(2010); The Cambridge History of Nineteenth-Century Political Thought, co-edited with Gregory Claeys (2011) and The 
1848 Revolutions and European Political Thought, co-edited with Douglas Moggach (2018). His monograph Karl 
Marx: Greatness and Illusion was published by Penguin in 2016 and has since been translated into seven 
languages. 
 
His research interests include Modern European political thought; Political, intellectual and economic history 
of Europe from the time of the French Revolution; and Victorian London. 
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Barriers and Borders is a collaboration between Columbia World Projects 

and the Centre for History and Economics. The project is supported by the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, we are grateful for their support. 

 


